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Objective:  
LOR 2.B- Describe the rights protected in the Bill of Rights. 



Read the text of the 4th Amendment below. Try to rewrite it in a summary sentence in EXACTLY 10 
words. 

“The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, 
and effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be 
violated, and no Warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause, 
supported by Oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the place to 
be searched, and the persons or things to be seized.”

Warm Up: The 4th Amendment to the US Constitution



Okay! So here’s mine: 

Unreasonable searches & seizures? Unconstitutional! 
Warrant must be super specific. 

Warm Up: The 4th Amendment to the US Constitution



Lesson:
As you watch, answer 
the following on your 
paper

- Usually police need a 
warrant. Why don’t 
they have to all the 
time? 

- What is the 
Exclusionary Rule? 

- Why is Mapp v. Ohio 
such a big deal for the 
4th Amendment?

- Why don’t students 
have the same rights? 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_4O1OlGyTuU


Lesson:
What I was thinking about when I watched the video: 

- Usually police need a warrant. Why don’t they have to all the time?
- What I was thinking as I watched this is that sometimes the police have to act 

quickly. They are in pursuit of a suspect and the suspect enters a building. The 
police don’t have time to call up a judge and wait for a warrant to search the 
building. So the police have a little leeway when it comes to searches. 

- What is the Exclusionary Rule?
- Well, if a warrant isn’t used properly- the warrant says they’re going to search your 

car, but search your freezer and find the gun there, they can’t use the gun in your 
court case, because they improperly searched for it! 

- Why is Mapp v. Ohio such a big deal for the 4th Amendment? 
- It was the case that the court set the Exclusionary Rule as precedent. 

- Why don’t students have the same rights? 
- Well… they are students! And schools (a government entity) want to ensure a safe, 

drug-free, and weapon-free environment to allow for learning. So they take away 
some of your rights to be able to do this. 



Your Turn! Let’s Practice this Amendment. 
Back in the 2000s, Jay-Z wrote the song 99 Problems. Obama referenced it in a speech and it was 
ranked the #2 song of the 2000s by Rolling Stone. However, that’s just part of the story. 

The second verse was based on an actual experience of Jay-Z in the 1990s in New Jersey. Jay-Z 
wrote that in 1994 he was pulled over by police while carrying cocaine in a secret compartment in 
his sunroof. Jay-Z refused to let the police search the car and the police called for the drug sniffing 
dogs. However, the dogs never showed up and the police had to let Jay-Z go. Moments after he 
drove away, he wrote that he saw a police car with the dogs drive by. 

In 2011, Southwestern Law School Professor Caleb Mason wrote an article with a line-by-line 
analysis of the second verse from a legal perspective referencing the 4th Amendment to the 
Constitution. He said this song is a useful tool for teaching students about a variety of 4th 
Amendment issues. 



Please create this chart in your notes. As you read the selected lines of the verse, you’ll be 
instructed to look at a specific part of the song analysis and complete this chart. 

Your Turn! Let’s Practice this Amendment. 

What did you learn about Civil Liberties 
from Jay-Z & Caleb Mason in these lines?

What (if anything) did Jay-Z get wrong in 
his song? 

(If I was filing this out, I’d write the line # 
where I took the information from so I know. 
I’d also make sure I have information from 
the song and the Caleb Mason excerpts.)



1. The year is ‘94 and in my trunk is raw 
2. In my rearview mirror is the ************* law 
3. I got two choices y’all, pull over the car or 
4. Bounce on the double put the pedal to the floor 

5. Now I ain’t trying to see no highway chase with jake 
6. Plus I got a few dollars I can fight the case 
7. So I . . . pull over to the side of the road 
8. And I Heard “Son do you know what I’m stopping you for?” 

99 Problems (Lines 1-8) 

Let’s look at this 
line! It’s really 
interesting. 



Using the information below, fill out your chart about Line #5 
(continued on the next two slides)







Now this one. 

9.     “Cause I’m young and I’m black and my hat’s real low? 
10.    Do I look like a mind reader sir, I don’t know 
11.    Am I under arrest or should I guess some mo?” 
12.    Well you was doing fifty-five in a fifty-four 

13.    License and registration and step out of the car 
14.    Are you carrying a weapon on you, I know a lot of you are” 
15.    “I ain’t stepping out of **** all my papers legit” 
16.    “Do you mind if I look around the car a little bit?” 

99 Problems  (Lines 9-16)

Let’s look at this 

line next. . 



Using the information below, fill out your chart about Line #9 
(continued on the next slide)





Using the information below, fill out your chart about Line #16 
(continued on the next two slides)







And finally, we 
need to analyze 
this one. 

17.  “Well, my glove compartment is locked, so is the trunk and the back, 
18.  And I know my rights so you go’n need a warrant for that” 
19.  “Aren’t you sharp as a tack, some type of lawyer or something 
20.  Or somebody important or something?” 

21.   “Nah I ain’t pass the bar but I know a little bit 
22.   Enough that you won’t illegally search my ****”
23.   “We’ll see how smart you are when the K-9s come” 
24.   I got 99 problems but a ***** ain’t one

These tw
o are a 

continuation of 

Line 16. 99 Problems  (Lines 17-24)



Using the information below, fill out your chart about Lines #17-18
(continued on the next two slides)







Using the information below, fill out your chart about Line #23
(continued on the next four slides)











Reflection

Think about the work you just did. What is something interesting 
you learned about this song and the 4th Amendment? 


